Ambush at Durham Ferry
“Down By The River”

August 23, 2009
Shenandoah

Durham Ferry – Well, this was our big four day showcase shoot of the year.  The covered wagons drifted in throughout most of the day on Wednesday and settled in for the weekend.  Folks circled their wagons in social groups and shared some social beverages and social conversation through the evening.  A camp had formed.  Thursday brought on the Plainsmen event, long range rifle and the speed matches for trophies and bragging rights.  Covered wagons continued to arrive and slip in among their friends to share in the bounties of the camp.  The evening activities now included gun cleaning along with the “how I shot” conversations and the social beverages.   First thing Friday morning was the shooters safety meeting to reinforce the standing rules and conventions and to assure that everyone understood the special circumstances associated with our Durham Ferry.  Then, it was off to the first six stages of the main match.  There was a fine mix of firm but fair scenarios to challenge the best and the rest of us.  Everyone shot well.  Some were just a mite faster.  Folks were enjoying the finest of shooting games from the dock to the marshal’s office.  When the gunfire stopped, a delicious barbecue of tube steaks, ground cow and some slim slivers of potato sated the pangs of hunger for those that didn’t have their own grub and for some who did.  It’s amazing how the aroma of sizzling meat can turn folk’s heads.  Following that repast, many folks moseyed over to the trap range for an afternoon round of cowboy trap.  The evening provided another opportunity for the camaraderie of camp life.  Saturday morning we went right to shooting the other six main match stages.  There were some bloodshot eyes here and there but it didn’t seem to interfere with the competition.  Shooters were beginning to speculate where they were in their categories but they won’t really know until the awards ceremony after the banquet.  The afternoon was spent resting up, cleaning up and dressing up for the evening banquet and awards.  The meal was a gastronomic extravaganza including steaks like a Kansas City Steak House, chicken, beans, salad and all of the fixins and dessert.  No one left hungry.  The awards ceremony followed dinner.  El Lazo came all of the way from Arroyo Grande to post the quickest overall time for the shoot and won the 49er category.  He was accompanied by his usual grace and style.  Wobblin’ Bob was just a tick or so away and took the Senior category followed closely by Sutter Lawman.  All of the category winners follow and they have good cause to be proud of their endeavor.  Only four sharp eyed shooters had a clean match.  They are Wobblin’ Bob, Sutter Lawman, Badmann Bob and JW Trader.  The evening was topped off with the presentation of an amazing array of shooters prizes from frivolities to firearms to everyone in attendance.  Sunday brought an enigmatic team shoot that was determined primarily by the pure thoughts and clean living of the contenders.  Camps were broken down, goodbyes were said and planning began immediately for Ambush at Durham Ferry 2010.  That’s how it was Down By The River.  
Top Guns






Gents



Ladies
1st Cowboy





1st Wrangler



Lefty Vaquero




1st 49er




El Lazo


Annie B

1st Senior



Wobblin’ Bob


Cherokee Doll

1st Senior Duelist


Diamond Dick
1st Silver Senior



Badmann Bob


Paniolo Lady
1st Elder Statesman


De Sabla Don
1st Cattle Baron



River City Bob






1st Young Gun







Spitfire
1st Buckeroo
1st Gunfighter







1st Duelist



Quicksilver Slim



1st Frontier Cartridge


JW Trader
1st Frontier Cartridge Dualist

Niles Canyon




1st Frontiersman



Lefty Eastman






1st Classic Cowboy


Topeka Bull Durham









Our next shoot will be Sunday September the 27th of September.              
The Cowboy Way: A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory.
